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Pr esi den t?s Rep or t  to th e Con gr egat i on  

Chris M artinez, President of EUUF Board of Trustees

T h is t im e last  year  we were negot iat ing w i th  a poten t ial  buyer  for  our  
M ar ysv i l le bu i ld ing and we had not yet  decided on  where we were going to 
relocate. W i th  hard  wor k we were able to star t  of f  the church  year  in  
Septem ber  at  the Car l  Gipson  Cen ter .

W e are beginn ing to feel  at  hom e in  the Cascade Room . Al l i  Cur t i s has set up  
an  at t r act ive and funct ional  of f i ce/ stor age/ m eet ing space in  the su i te of  r oom s 
tucked away in  the nor th  cor ner  and the ch i ld ren  are f ind ing the p laza a safe 
and room y p lace to be outdoor s. O ur  sm al l  group  m in istr ies have con t inued, 
includ ing the Book Group, W ISE W om en , the M en?s Group, Big Q uest ions, 
and Covenan t Ci r cles.  Sar ah  Tay lor  in i t iated  group  d inner s and a Bui ld ing 
Your  O wn  T heology class.  W e are p lann ing for  a  ser ies of  innovat ive wor sh ip  
exper iences th is sum m er.

A new Com m i t tee on  O utreach  was for m ed by Jenn ie L indber g seek ing to 
bu i ld  on  the oppor tun i t ies our  new locat ion  p rov ides.  O f  the num erous 
act iv i t ies th is dynam ic group  has in i t iated  per haps the r ad io announcem en ts 
have reached the w idest aud ience. Un for tunately, al though  we are del igh ted  to 
welcom e seven  new m em ber s, we have lost  ten  act ive m em ber s th is year .  T he 
ongoing act iv i t ies of  the O utreach  com m i t tee are expected to con t inue to bear  
f r u i t  in  the long ter m .

In  Januar y our  par t i cipat ion  in  D r.M ar t in  L uther  K ing Jr . D ay was sign i f i can t. 
L ater  in  the year  a sur vey was sen t to the Congregat ion  resu l t ing in  the 
for m at ion  of   a Social  Just ice Counci l  that  w i l l   f aci l i tate and suppor t  each  of  
our  separ ate social  just ice p r ior i t ies in  the next year .

O ur  staf f  of  Rev Joe, Rel igious Exp lor at ion  d i rector - JW  W enzel , 
adm in istr ator -Al l i  Cur t i s and choi r  d i rector -Kath leen  Gof f  m anaged our  m ove 
w i th  laudable creat ive p roblem  solv ing sk i l l .  L ate in  the year  we welcom ed Bo 
H aywood as our  new RE teacher. H owever  the p rocess of  f ind ing necessar y 
add i t ional  staf f  for  Rel igious Exp lor at ion  and the m usic p rogr am  has been  
chal lenging.

O ur  Stewardsh ip  cam paign  was a great success under  Karen  W inchel l?s 
gu idance.  T here were record  break ing levels of  p ledging by the Fel lowsh ip .  
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O ther w ise our  ef for ts at  f undr aising act iv i t ies have been  l im i ted .  W e can  look 
for ward  to rousing f undr aising act iv i t ies next year .

T h is year  we have accom pl ished a level  of  stabi l i ty  at  the Car l  Gipson  Cen ter  
that  w i l l  ser ve as a basis for  growth  and creat iv i ty  m oving for ward . O ur  m ove 
has cost us in  ener gy, resources, and in  m em ber sh ip .  T hat was to be expected.  
W e are recover ing f rom  the huge expend i ture of  peop le power  i t  took to 
relocate. W i th  deter m inat ion  and love we have suppor ted  each  other  in  th is 
m ove, w i th  gr at i tude and celebr at ion  m ay we m ove for ward . I  have been  
honored to have been  par t  of  the leader sh ip  dur ing th is past year  and look 
for ward  to the capable leader sh ip  of  Sandr a Bigger staf f , our  incom ing 
p residen t for  ?24-?25.

Your  Board  of  Tr ustees Presiden t,

Ch r is M ar t inez
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L eader sh i p  D evelop m en t Com m i t tee

Desmond Smith, Chair

M em ber s: D esm ond Sm i th , Elaine Clar k , L aurel  N isler , 
Bar bar a Johnson , and Sar ah  Tay lor

T he L D C wor ks qu iet ly  in  the background to f ind  and develop  the peop le in  
the Fel lowsh ip  that  have leader sh ip  abi l i ty, a v ision  of  the f u ture, and a 
com m i tm en t to the m ission  of  EUUF to m ake our  en t i r e ex istence possible.  I t  
i s com posed of  the Past Board  Presiden t (D esm ond Sm i th) and 4 m em ber s at  
lar ge who are elected  by the congregat ion  to thei r  posi t ions on  th is com m i t tee.  
T h is year  the m em ber s were (l i sted  alphabet ical ly  by f i r st  nam e) Bar bar a 
Johnson , Elaine Clar k , L aurel  N isler , and Sar ah  Tay lor .  Together  th is group  
wor ked hard  to f i l l  the open  posi t ions on  the Board  of  Tr ustees, the 
Endowm en t Com m i t tee, and the L D C i tsel f , ensur ing that EUUF w i l l  con t inue 
to have hard  wor k ing and insigh tf u l  leader s at  ever y level  of  our  or gan izat ion .
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En dow m en t Com m i t tee

Dave Speights, Chair

T he Ever green  Endowm en t Com m i t tee, upon  wh ich  I  (D ave Speigh ts) ser ve 
w i th  M ar i jo D uprey, L eala D avies and Chuck Tay lor  (em er i tus) paid  close 
at ten t ion  to the quar ter ly  on l ine m eet ings of  the social ly  conscious UU  
Com m on Endowm en t Fund (in  wh ich  our  endowm en t i s whol ly  invested). W e 
rem ain  con f iden t that  i ts m anager s are carefu l ly  hand l ing that f und in  
accordance w i th  i ts m ission . 

M ar i jo has recen t ly  sat  in  w i th  the Ever green  Board  of  Tr ustees as they p lan  
the budget for  20 24-25. She repor ts that , al though  the m em ber s p lan  to d ip  
in to the Endowm en t Fund, as al lowed under  Ever green  by laws, they don 't  p lan  
to w i thdr aw an  am oun t that  would  cut  in to the p r incipal . 
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Stew ar dsh i p  Com m i t tee

Karen Winchell, Chair

L igh t O ur  W ay -  Pledge D r ive for  20 24-20 25

As stewards of  th is beloved fel lowsh ip  we have al l  taken  par t  in  the annual  
renewal  of  our  m em ber sh ip  p ledge or  reconnect ion  as a v i tal  sp i r i tual  
com m un i ty. W e r aised $136,989 in  p ledges for  the 20 24-20 25 church  year. 
T h is num ber  represen ts 80 % of  the asp i r at ional  goal  of  $169,0 0 0 . Rem em ber, 
p ledges are always welcom e, not just  in  spr ing.

T he Stewardsh ip  Com m i t tee for m ed af ter  Karen  W inchel l  agreed to ser ve in  
the chai r  posi t ion  and m em ber s were recr u i ted . W eek ly  m eet ings took p lace 
f rom  Januar y 9 th rough  Apr i l  11 to p lan  and execute the p ledge dr ive. 
Test im on ials brough t us stor ies of  insp i r at ion  and sp i r i tual  growth  f rom  four  
m em ber s. W e would  have l i ked  a youth  test im on ial , but  another  case of  
COVID -19 in ter fered . N ext year  we have a f un  idea to include the youth  
per spect ive. W eek ly  em ai l  newslet ter  ar t i cles h igh l igh ted  the focus on  
Ever green?s M ission  to W elcom e, I nsp i re and Advocate and kep t the 
congregat ion  in for m ed about how m uch , when  and how to m ake a p ledge. A 
coup le of  sk i ts for  announcem en ts got ever yone exci ted  to begin . T hen  on  
M arch  17 to k ick-of f  the p ledge dr ive, Rev. Joe Rettenm aier  led  the wor sh ip  
ser v ice L igh t O ur  W ay, fol lowed by a p izza and salad  luncheon . O n  that f i r st  
day of  p ledging, we received 48% of  our  p ledge goal , sur passing the 
com m i t tee's w i ldest  expectat ions. Posi t ive responses were heard  f rom  folks 
that  are st i l l  w i th  us af ter  m any year s of  absence. O nce again , the canvasser s 
m anaged to con tact  25 m em ber s and f r iends to com plete the p ledging ef for t . 
D ur ing the two-week canvassing per iod  we received resignat ions of  
m em ber sh ip . Yet, there are newcom er s, seeker s and fam i l iar  f aces not seen  in  
a wh i le so our  outreach  ef for ts are hav ing an  im pact. Al l  in  al l , our  p ledge 
household  num ber s have increased sl igh t ly. L et?s keep  that beacon  sh in ing 
Ever green .

Special  thanks to the m any peop le who helped con tr ibute to the success of  our  
p ledge dr ive, the Stewardsh ip  Com m i t tee m em ber s, the canvasser s, the 
test im on ial  p resen ter s and al l  the peop le who donated Gr at i tude Bl i tz i tem s. 
T he Stewardsh ip  Com m i t tee awarded special  Cer t i f i cates of  Appreciat ion  to 
th ree peop le, M ar i jo D uprey for  her  sign i f i can t im pact and exem plar y ef for ts 
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Com m i t tee on  Sh ar ed  M i n i st r y

T he Com m i t tee on  M in istr y  m on i tor s and suppor ts the shared m in istr y  of  the 
congregat ion , and has been  m eet ing ever y m on th  th roughout th is church  year.

T h is year, we added a four th  per son  to the team  and are act ively  seek ing 
another , wh ich  would  br ing the com m i t tee up  to a total  of  5 m em ber s, per  
Ever green?s By laws. T he CO M ?s m on th ly  m eet ings have focused on  longer  
ter m  v ision  for  the m in istr y  at  Ever green , as wel l  as f ield ing/ resolv ing 
com pl im en ts/ com plain ts any Ever green  m em ber s m ay have expressed to the 
CO M .

Sincerely,

Jenn ie L indber g   Rev. Joe   Sar ah  Tay lor    Tom  Gask in

in  secur ing the tax m oney for  the 20 23-20 24 church  year  oper at ing budget, 
and Joann  H ask ins and Paula Bloom ber g for  design ing and bu i ld ing the 
L igh thouse 
p ledge gauge.

As a wr ap-up  to 
the p ledging and 
canvassing, the 
Stewardsh ip  
Com m i t tee 
wan ted to p rov ide 
ever y p ledging household  w i th  a thank-you gi f t . 
I nstead of  a m ug or  shopp ing bag l i ke you get when  
you donate to a non -gover nm en tal  or gan izat ion , 
we gar nered donat ions f rom  m em ber s and f r iends 
to d istr ibute at  the Gr at i tude Bl i tz on  Apr i l  7. 
Ever yone who was ei ther  p resen t or  responded to 
an  em ai l  was given  the gi f t  of  thei r  choice f rom  a 
wonder fu l  select ion . T he exper ience of  sol i ci t ing 
the donat ions was so easy, the congregat ion  seem s 
ready and w i l l ing to donate ser v ices, even ts and 
i tem s for  a f u ture auct ion . Can  we m ake th is 
happen  Ever green?
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W or sh i p  Com m i t tee

T he W or sh ip  Com m i t tee was com posed of  Rev. Joe, M ar i jo D uprey, Kath leen  
Gof f , and D esm ond Sm i th .  Rev. Joe, M ar i jo and D esm ond were W or sh ip  
Associates over  the cour se of  the year, assist ing the wor sh ip  p rocess by 
develop ing p rogr am m ing that suppor ted  the wor sh ip  top ic, select ing read ings, 
lead ing wor sh ip  elem en ts l i ke Joys and Sor rows and the O f fer tor y, and 
wor k ing w i th  Kath leen  to select  hym ns and relevan t m usic for  the ser v ice.  
T h is group  is also responsible for  f ind ing speaker s for  weeks when  Rev. Joe is 
not in  the pu lp i t , w i th  Rev. Joe lead ing that search  ef for t  for  m ost of  the year.  
W e d idn?t m iss a Sunday, so th ings seem ed to have wor ked p ret ty  wel l .  

T he W or sh ip  Com m . is also suppor ted  by Al l i  Cur t i s and Tar a D uN ai r  who 
p lay cr i t i cal  r oles in  p repar ing and com plet ing the wor sh ip  scr ip t  and sl ide 
show wh ich  con tain  al l  the p resen tat ion  con ten t for  the ser v ice based on  
in for m at ion  they receive f rom  the p resen ter , and the W or sh ip  Associate.  I t  i s 
a sm ooth ly  oi led  m ach ine that f unct ions ver y wel l .

M em ber sh i p

Alonna Chatburn, Chair

W e have been  exci ted  to add 5 new m em ber s to our  UU  Fel lowsh ip  th is year . 
At tendees who were in terested  in  being a m em ber  were inv i ted  to a class 
m eet ing w i th  Rev. Joe and m ysel f  on  Apr i l  21st  af ter  church .

W e d iscussed the p r incip les and the new values of  Un i tar ian  Un iver sal ism . 
L isten ing to the class m em ber s? jour neys to UUism  was m ean ingfu l . Rev. Joe 
p resen ted the h istor y  of  our  f ai th  w i th  i ts tw ists and tur ns. Class m em ber s 
asked quest ions to lear n  m ore about som e of  the leader s and even ts.

T hen  a welcom ing cerem ony was held  on  M ay 19th  . T he m or n ing star ted  w i th  
breakfast  for  the new m em ber s. T he welcom ing cerem ony was a ver y posi t ive 
exper ience for  al l  of  us. Un ique wooden  chal ices m ade by Chuck Tay lor , a 
long- t im e m em ber  of  EUUF, were given  to each  new m em ber  along w i th  a 
book let  about UUism . O ur  new m em ber s were asked to sign  ?T he Book? wh ich  
includes signatures f rom  the ear l iest  days of  EUUF m em ber sh ip .
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Pastor al  Car e Com m i t tee

T he Pastor al  Care com m i t tee under  Rev. Joe?s pur v iew is pur su ing a m ore 
per sonal ly  tai lored  approach  to our  m em ber s? pastor al  care needs. O ur  
m em ber s? Pastor al  Care concer ns and needs should  be com m un icated  to Rev. 
Joe as soon  as possible so he can  assem ble appropr iate resources and outreach  
accord ingly.

T he com m i t tee con t inues to record  the joys and sor rows expressed each  week 
dur ing Sunday ser v ices and shares those w i th  the m em ber sh ip  v ia the joys and 
sor rows Slack channel . Also, i t?s the com m i t tee?s hope that as Ever green  
p rogresses in to the new church  year  we m igh t once again  be able to coord inate 
a Car ing Team , wh ich  m igh t del iver  p re-cooked m eals, grocer ies, or  r ides to 
m em ber s recover ing f rom  m edical  p rocedures or  f am i ly  em er gencies.

Gr eeter  Team

T here are so m any peop le that  I  would  l i ke to thank for  thei r  ser v ice as 
greeter s! O ur  m em ber s and f r iends cam e in to a new faci l i ty  and helped 
develop  gu idel ines for  thei r  r ole as greeter s. T hey were f lex ible and saw where 
responsibi l i t ies cou ld  be added. T hanks to Al l i , 
our  of f i ce adm in istr ator , we had an  on - l ine sign  
up  wh ich  was help fu l . Joy L auder baugh  
gr aciously  took on  the task of  f ind ing greeter s 
for  each  Sunday. Judy Sm i th  was an  ear ly  bi r d  
and d id  a lot  of  the set  up  for  us. Jenn ie 
L indber g designed sandw ich  boards to put on  
the sidewalks to show the way to our  ser v ices. I f  
you at  som e poin t  greeted at  EUUF, thank you 
for  your  suppor t  and welcom ing sm i le for  those 
com ing to our  ser v ices. You m ade a d i f ference 
for  our  fel lowsh ip  as new m em ber s have joined 
us.

Alonna Chatbur n
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Pu bl i ci ty  &  O u tr each  Com m i t tee

Jennie Lindberg, Sue Gaskin, 

Barbara Johnson, Skyler M alan

T he O utreach  and Publ ici ty  Com m i t tee wor ked th is past year  to r aise EUUF?s 
v isibi l i ty  in  the Everet t  com m un i ty  and to let  the publ ic know we m oved f rom  
M ar ysv i l le to Everet t .

W e began  th is by m ai l ing 41 postcards to hand selected  peop le who for m er ly  
at tended, w i th  a custom  m essage let t ing them  know of  our  new address and 
inv i t ing them  to check i t  out . T h is was in  add i t ion  to the standard  newslet ter  
announcem en t that  wen t out to the m ai l ing l i st .

Signage
In  the f al l  of  20 23, we designed and obtained signs to d i rect  peop le in to the 
our  m eet ing space f rom  the street. Since we are not able to have our  sign  on  
the exter ior  of  the bu i ld ing, i t  i s im por tan t to have tem por ar y sandw ich  board  
signs let t ing peop le know we are m eet ing. T hese signs are p laced each  Sunday 
m or n ing on  Broadway, d i rect ing peop le in to the gar age, on  W al l  Street, 
d i r ect ing peop le to the m ain  en tr ance on  L om bard , and on  Paci f i c Avenue also 
d i rect ing peop le to the m ain  en tr ance on  L om bard .

I n  add i t ion , there are signs inside the bu i ld ing d i rect ing peop le to the m eet ing 
room  where we are. T h is i s im por tan t because there is another  church  that 
m eets down  the hal l , star t ing 30  m inutes before our  ser v ice, and they star t  
w i th  ver y aud ible m usic. At  least  one per son  m istaken ly  found thei r  way to th is 
other  church  before f ind ing our s (wh ich  was thei r  or iginal  in ten t).

I n  add i t ion , in  the f al l  we p laced an  ad in  the Everet t  H er ald  newspaper, 
r unn ing about four  m on ths. W e d id  not hear  any com m en ts f r om  peop le who 
had seen  th is ad , m ak ing us conclude that i t  p robably  wasn?t ef fect ive enough  
to con t inue.

W e also star ted  a sponsor sh ip  at  the local  Everet t  publ ic r ad io, KSER (th is i s 
not refer red  to as adver t i sing, but instead is cal led  sponsor sh ip). T he costs are 
lower  than  the newspaper  and a num ber  of  peop le have repor ted  hear ing our  
nam e on  KSER, lead ing us to conclude that th is i s wel l  p laced. W e con t inue 
w i th  our  sponsor sh ip  on  KSER. O ur  sponsor sh ip  cur ren t ly  i s: ?Suppor t  for  
KSER com es f rom  Ever green  Un i tar ian  Un iver sal ist  Fel lowsh ip  of fer ing l iber al  
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rel igious educat ion  for  ch i ld ren , youth  and adu l ts in  the hear t  of  Everet t . 
L ear n  m ore at  Ever greenUU.or g "

W ebsi te
W e wor ked w i th  Al l i  to m ake som e m inor  changes to the websi te to m ake i t  
m ore L GBT Q + f r iend ly  and to rem ove a l i st  of  ?negat ive values? wh ich  d idn?t 
seem  to add to our  publ ic im age.

H andouts to Prom ote EUUF
W e are using a Q R Code on  al l  new adver t i sing. W e have designed and p r in ted  
business card  sized handouts w i th  our  address, websi te and Sunday m or n ing 
m eet ing t im e, and Q R Code.

W in ter t ide Fest ival
W e or gan ized EUUF attendance at  the W in ter t ide Fest ival  at  the Gipson  
Cen ter  and p rom oted EUUF as wel l  as m em ber s cr af ts for  sale. W e had 
sol i ci ted  donat ions of  cook ies f rom  m em ber s and packaged these in to wax 
paper  baggies w i th  a EUUF label . EUUF volun teer s gave out out 350  cook ies to 
175 peop le.

Teesh i r ts
W e designed and created new EUUF teesh i r ts and sold  them  for  $20  each . 
Sever al  were donated to staf f  and thei r  ch i ld ren . I n  gener al , the pur pose of  the 
teesh i r ts i s to p rom ote awareness about EUUF, but speci f i cal ly  we hope 
m em ber s w i l l  at tend the Block par ty  and wear  them  to show suppor t  for  
L GBT Q + issues.

W elcom ing Congregat ion
W e in i t iated  th is and then  passed i t  of f  to a new group  that w i l l  wor k on  
re- instat ing our  status as a W elcom ing Congregat ion .

Everet t  Pr ide Block Par ty :
W e are p lan ing our  p resence at  th is even t on  June 15. W e are sp l i t t ing a 
table/ booth  w i th  Sunnyside Vi l lage Cohousing (wh ich  is p rov id ing the awn ing, 
table, decor at ions etc). W e are sol i ci t ing donat ions of  cook ies f rom  m em ber s 
the sam e as we d id  at  the W in ter t ide Fest ival  that  we can  hand out. W e are 
encour aging al l  EUUF m em ber s to wear  thei r  new EUUF teesh i r ts as they 
at tend the fest ival .

Col labor at ive Ad:
W e have created a jo in t  col labor at ive ad  w i th  the Everet t  Un i ted  Church  of  
Ch r ist , Tem ple Beth  O r, and Tr in i ty  L uther an  wh ich  announces our  col lect ive 
suppor t  of  L GBT Q + issues. T h is idea was ver y wel l  r eceived by the other  f ai th  
com m un i t ies.
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M eta
W e have begun  to have a p resence on  FaceBook and I nstagr am  as an  
adver t i ser . W e w i l l  be exp lor ing th is and tr ack ing i t?s ef fect iveness. Al l i  i s 
help ing us w i th  th is.

Future p lans:
Con t inue w i th  sponsor sh ip  at  KSER, changing the m essage to be relevan t to 
the season .
Con t inue to wor k on  M eta Adver t i sing, social  m ed ia, because i t  can  be tar geted 
and focused. 
Con t inue to wor k on  outreach  th rough  the Everet t  Far m er ?s M ar ket and 
of fer ing voter  registr at ion  w i th  EUUF volun teer s.
Con t inue to wor k on  the Everet t  Pr ide Block Par ty  as descr ibed above un t i l  the 
even t in  June.
Adver t i sing even ts: we w i l l  use Even t Br igh t , M eet up  and other  social  m ed ia 
si tes to p rom ote special  ser v ices as ?even ts? th roughout the year.

Com m on  Gr ou n d  Ch oi r

Kathleen Goff, EUUF Choir Director

W e have encoun tered m any changes, chal lenges, and reward ing exper iences 
dur ing the year  20 23 ?  20 24, and we con t inue our  com m i tm en t to a heal thy 
and robust m usic p rogr am  at Ever green .

Com m on  Ground was con f i r m ed to rehear se at  CGC on  the 2nd and 4th  
Fr idays of  each  m on th , 3:0 0  ?  4:30  pm . T he p iano tuner  tuned the p iano in  
the Rain ier  Room  choosing the best of  the two p ianos resid ing there for  our  
pur poses.

Sever al  L ive M usic Sundays have taken  p lace w i th  m usicians f rom  the 
congregat ion  lead ing the m usic. N etta Beyer lein  has agreed to be the in ter im  
accom pan ist  for  the Sunday ser v ice, schedul ing m on th  to m on th  the weeks 
she w i l l  be avai lable.

T he search  for  a regu lar  accom pan ist / choi r  d i rector / m usic d i rector  i s ongoing. 
W e are look ing for  som eone who w i l l  be in  per son  at  the Sunday ser v ices to 
rehear se, d i rect , and accom pany the choi r  and the congregat ion .

W e con t inue to use Soundtr ap  for  p r act ice and recorded m usic as we ar r ange 
for  the choi r  to br ing back l ive singing in  the wor sh ip  ser v ices.
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Tech  Team

M ichelle Valentine, Chair

T he EUUF Tech  Team  com posed of  Sand ie Bigger staf f , D esm ond Sm i th , I an  
Clar k , and M ichel le Valen t ine wor ked d i l igen t ly  to t r ain  our selves and get up  
to speed w i th  the equ ipm en t and con t inual  stor age issues w i th  our  m ove to the 
Car l  Gipson  Cen ter  af ter  sel l ing our  beloved bu i ld ing in  Ju ly.  Star t ing in  
Septem ber  20 23 Fred H aist  single-handed ly  set  up  the sound board  owned by 
the Cen ter , along w i th  our  two com puter s and one IPad.  W e con t inued to 
have Tar a D eN ai r  as our  tech  host wh i le we hand led  the on -si te technology. 
Fred d id  an  am azing single-handed job for  4 m on ths wh i le we were tr y ing to 
or gan ize our selves to set  up  pai r s or  m in i - team s to p rov ide the sigh t and 
sound for  the Sunday ser v ices.  I an  Clar k jo ined us af ter  the beginn ing of  the 
year  and brough t exper t  knowledge to help  us p r act ice.  D esm ond iden t i f ied  a 
key p roblem  w i th  our  hardware; we needed to rep lace one com puter  wh ich  
was not up  to the needs of  our  hybr id  Z O O M  ser v ice.  Chuck Tay lor  had a 
sl igh t ly  used new com puter  wh ich  he cleared of  old  m ater ial  and gave i t  to the 
Fel lowsh ip  to rep lace the def icien t  old  H P.  W i th  a 2 hour  round robin  t r ain ing 
session  and D esm ond keep ing in  con tact  w i th  Jim  H agglund f rom  the Cen ter , 
we wor ked w i th  a new aud io adapter  wh ich  solved our  ch ron ic p roblem  of  
hook ing together  the sound f rom  Tar a and the YouTube or  other  v ideos w i th  
our  local  equ ipm en t.  Going f rom  aud io p roblem s for  peop le at  hom e hear ing 
the ser v ice, to hav ing on ly  one or  two m ajor  gl i tches ever y week, to gett ing 
?alm ost there? by D ecem ber, to ach iev ing ser v iceable output m ost weeks, to 
f inal ly  hav ing seam less aud io-v isual  ser v ices has been  our  goal .  W e are there 
m ost of  the t im e.

Each  week i t  i s a sur p r ise to f ind  what Cen ter  equ ipm en t we use week ly  i s 
m issing f rom  where we lef t  i t  the p rev ious Sunday.  W e l i ke to say we are 
?n im ble? and can  adapt to f ind  a m issing m icrophone, cord , or  new batter y  by 
the star t  of  the ser v ice!  W e hope to stream l ine the p rocess gett ing down  to 
one com puter , one IPad for  the M evo cam er as and one soundboard  to m eet 
our  hybr id  needs.  As we say, ?our  tech  team  appreciates your  con t inued gr ace 
in  rem em ber ing that as we wor sh ip  together , i t?s about connect ion , not 
per fect ion .?
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Coven an t Ci r cl es

Susan C. S. Gaskin

W e began  the new church  year  in  Septem ber  of f i cial ly  m oving in to our  new 
hom e at the Car l  Gibson  Cen ter  w i th  al l  of  the exci tem en t, com for t  and 
tr ansi t ional  chal lenges a new wor sh ip  hom e has to of fer . W e have al l  been  
eager  to help  w i th  th is t r ansi t ion , al low ing us a new per spect ive on  the 
possibi l i t ies of  growth  for  EUUF and our  Covenan t Ci r cles.

O ur  four  Covenan t Ci r cles and thei r  leader s rem ain  strong and con t inue to 
m eet m on th ly. T he leader sh ip  has changed in  a coup le groups, Sagi t  Bi l l ings 
has taken  over  for  Sand ie Bigger staf f  and M ar i lyn  Bosck is has stepped in  to 
lead Geor ge Beykovsky?s group . H app i ly, th ree of  our  groups have welcom ed 
new m em ber s th is year  af ter  our  Febr uar y Covenan t Ci r cle Sunday test im on ial  
and in for m at ion  table d isp lay.

T h roughout the f al l , w in ter  and spr ing al l  of  the Covenan t Ci r cles have 
focused on  ser v ing the Fel lowsh ip  by help ing p rov ide cof fee hour  snacks, set  
up  and clean  up  detai l .

Sue and Tom ?s Si lver  L ake Covenan t Ci r cle have suppor ted  and cared for  one 
of  thei r  m em ber s who had som e m edical  chal lenges th is year . T he group  
usual ly  m eets at  Sue and Tom ?s hom e for  the m on th ly  m eet ings and at  t im es 
they have used Z oom  to p reven t the spread of  i l lness. T hei r  top ic select ion  
and d iscussion  is rotated  am ongst al l  of  thei r  m em ber s. T hey f ind  th is 
approach  p rov ides them  w i th  st im ulat ing and f resh  ideas for  con tem plat ion . 
T hey have gathered together  to l i sten  to D enn is Gr i f f i th?s band p lay in  Everet t  
and en joyed D ave Speigh t?s year ly  Ken tucky D er by par ty  together . I n  the 
m on ths ahead we are going to focus on  ser v ice to the w ider  com m un i ty.

T he Cedar  Covenan t Ci r cle lead by Sage Bi l l ings has seen  a few changes since 
her  leader sh ip  began  in  O ctober. I t  has been  great to see th is group  grow 
together . T he group  has added new m em ber s and is cur ren t ly  m eet ing at  the 
Car l  Gibson  Cen ter . T hey are read ing T he Un i tar ian  Pocket Guide that i s given  
to new m em ber s. Sage repor ts that  they are f ind ing i t  r i ch  w i th  poignan t 
top ics. T h is CC is talk ing about ser v ing the greater  com m un i ty  by 
par t i cipat ing in  the PRID E Celebr at ion  and possibly  voter  registr at ion .

Alonna Chatbur n?s M ar ysv i l le Covenan t Ci r cle has welcom ed new m em ber s to 
thei r  group  th is year . T hey con t inue to be an  en thusiast ic group . T hey also 
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rotate thei r  leader sh ip  for  top ic p resen tat ion  and d iscussion . T hei r  m eet ings 
are held  in  var ious m em ber ?s hom es. T he group  con tr ibuted  to H ei fer  and a 
f am i ly  in  need at  Ch r istm as.

M ar i lyn  Bosck is? new leader sh ip  of  the nor th  Everet t  Covenan t Ci r cle w i l l  
al low her  to have the m eet ings in  her  hom e wh ich  she says w i l l  hopefu l ly  be a 
p lus f r eeing her  f r om  tr anspor tat ion  issues each  m on th . T h is group  also 
rotates the p resen tat ion  of  the top ic and d iscussion . I n  D ecem ber  they got 
together  for  a d inner  out ing and included fam i ly  m em ber s and in  August they 
w i l l  do th is again  for  a p icn ic. T he group  is p lann ing on  an  excur sion  w i th  
N AM I  to a m en tal  heal th  f ai r  on  the eastside June 1st .

T he Covenan t Ci r cle L eader s began  the year  m eet ing m on th ly  but in  Febr uar y 
we decided we would  m eet ever y other  m on th  un less there was an  ur gen t need 
for  an  issue to be addressed. W e m eet on  Z oom  to d iscuss how our  Covenan t 
Ci r cles are doing, suppor t ing each  other  w i th  the chal lenges we face as leader s 
and d iscuss how to m eet new chal lenges w i th  k indness and inclusiv i ty.

W e f ind  we are able to p roblem  solve concer ns that a leader / group , m igh t 
have. I f  we need fur ther  assistance we w i l l  cal l  on  Reverend Joe.

I n  Apr i l  we gave each  of  our  m em ber s a shor t  sur vey ask ing them  to tel l  us 
how the CC was wor k ing. W hat they l i ked  and i f  there were any changes they 
would  l i ke to see. W e w i l l  d iscuss these sur veys in  June at  our  L eader s m eet ing.

W e al l  con t inue to hope for  the expansion  of  our  Covenan t Ci r cles by 
encour aging and insp i r ing f r iends and m em ber s to take advan tage of  the 
benef i ts of  jo in ing a sm al l  group  m in istr y.

W i th  UU  W ar m th ,

Susan  CS Gask in

Covenan t Ci r cle Coord inator
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Adu l t  Pr ogr am s

Desmond Smith, chair

Ever green  of fer s a w ide var iety  of  p rogr am s in tended to p rov ide spaces and 
p laces for  adu l ts to m eet and d iscuss top ics of  m utual  in terest .  T he p rogr am s 
are r un  by ind iv idual  m em ber s or  sm al l  groups, and they m eet once or  tw ice a 
m on th , for  the m ost par t .  T hese include a W om en?s Group cal led  W .I .S.E., a 
M en?s Ci r cle, sever al  Covenan t Ci r cles, a book d iscussion  group , and a 
ph i losophy d iscussion  group  cal led  the Big Q uest ions.  M any of  these groups 
have been  act ive for  year s and found a way to sur v ive the v i r tual  wor ld  
im posed on  al l  of  us by COVID  restr i ct ions.  M ost now m eet in  per son , or  use 
a hybr id  approach  w i th  som e in -per son  con tact  w i th  v i r tual  access for  those 
that p refer  i t .

O ccasional ly  other  p rogr am s are of fered , and th is past year  Geor ge Bykovsky 
and Sar ah  Tay lor  of fered  the Bui ld ing Your  O wn  T heology class, wh ich  was 
wel l  at tended.  As a rem inder  to ever yone, there are m any classes and study 
top ics that  can  be used as the basis of  an  Adul t  Progr am  avai lable f r om  the 
UUA.  You never  lear n  so m uch  as when  you lead a d iscussion  group , so don?t 
be af r aid  to r aise your  hand and choose to lead.
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